MAGIC AND RELIGION

and certain facts observed in children and in
adults of uncivilised races.

In his attempt to support the belief in the
priority of Magic, Frazer, who has put every
student of Religion in his debt by his monu-
mental work, affirms its greater simplicity when
compared with Religion. The opinion itself is
tenable, but the defence of it, made as it is from
the standpoint of the old English associationisna,
is unfortunately worthless. 'Magic/ he tells us,
'is nothing but a mistaken application of the
very simplest and most elementary process of the
mind, namely, the association of ideas by virtue
of resemblance or contiguity/ while c Religion
assumes the operation of conscious or personal
agents, superior to man, behind the visible screen
of nature. Obviously the concept of personal
agent is more complex than a simple recognition
of the similarity or contiguity of ideas. , . . The
very beasts associate the ideas of things that are
like each other or that have been found together

in their experience.....But who attributes to

the animals a belief that the phenomena are
worked by a multitude of invisible animals or
by one enormous and prodigiously strong animal
behind the scenes?'1 It is undoubtedly true

1 The Golden Sough, 2nd ed.,  i.  p.  70.     Oldenburg (Die
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